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• A tale of two Sophias

• The nonHuman human, open seas and closed doors: the Malta story

• The neoliberal cosmopolitan, open seas and open doors: the Malta 
story

• You are data, you are expendable

• Becoming Sophia (Haraway, 2016; Braidotti, 2019)

• A manifesto for our times?



A tale of two Sophias…



Vitruvian HuMan
- historically determines the Human,  personhood, citizenship and access to rights

- nature/culture
- intersecting vectors of power that affect and effect: not quite Human

-



Human rights? 

‘Conditions of detention and associated regimes for migrants deprived of their liberty appeared to be bordering on inhuman 
and degrading treatment as a consequence of the institutional neglect’  (European Committee for the Prevention of Torture 
and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT), 2021:7)

The nonHuman human: 
closed borders

Push/pull backs to Libya
Illegal Detention
Criminalisation
Illegalisation



The neoliberal cosmopolitan: open borders

“This government has made a choice - we want to continue expanding our economy…

we want to be a more cosmopolitan society.” (PM, cited in ToM, 2018)

“Our model is to open the doors, and embrace the challenges of globalisation. We want to 
be like that sailor who, at the first sign of strong winds, opens sail and not shies away…” 
(PM Joseph Muscat, ToM, 2019)

• Economic expansion that embraces the global movement of [some?] bodies, data, commodities and 
technology 

• Out on the open seas, embracing plurality in search of profit and expansion. 

• Transcending boundaries – expansion, expansion, expansion

• Economic, social, environmental violence

• Who and what is expendable? 

• Enjoying the bounty? Mediated intersecting vectors of power



• Violence, exploitation and precarity

• An economy that will exploit and 
profit from the knowledge generated 
by life: all life

• Everything/one is expendable, caught 
up in the global  flow of data, goods, 
capital and bodies

• Information is capital, all data will be 
mined, wherever it is, whoever it is, 
whatever it is



Perhaps you’re not quite the Human human you thought you were – you’re capital, exploitable, expendable 
and facing extinction



PhiloSophia
- decentre, liminal
- beyond binaries 
- transcending borders

- untethered from  intersecting 
vectors of power that affect and 
effect

- entangled and enmeshed: 
humanimal, ecology, technology



• What does it mean to be a young H/human under the conditions of 
globalisation, technoscience, late capitalism and climate change? 

• Historically denied personhood, the [naturalised] racialised, 
gendered, sexualised other is already living, resisting, digital, 
transcending borders….becoming Sophia





In August 2018, dozens of …refugees…initiated a rare protest in a detention centre outside 
Tripoli, Libya. Trapped in a country devastated by civil war and at risk of human trafficking, 
they asked the ...UNHCR…for help. They publicized their protest through Facebook photos 
and videos…In a few hours, their posts reached hundreds of thousands of people around the 
world, including activists who mobilized to ask for their evacuation. (I hope, one day, I will have the right 
to speak, Creta, 2021)



It is important to highlight that at that time Sea-Watch was not able to meet the people in person once disembarked 
in Malta, since they had been held in the closed centre of Marsa for almost the whole period considered in the 
follow-up work mentioned above (31.01.2019 – April 2019). Initially, even establishing contact via phone was 
impossible as the people had to submit their mobile phones when arriving in the centre. They could establish 
contact to Sea-Watch again exclusively thanks to the support of other asylum seekers in the centre. Given the 

context explained above, communication with people inside was been limited and fragmented. It was impossible to 
have personal meetings or interviews or to communicate with all the individuals detained in Marsa. The information 

presented in this paper comes mainly from Whatsapp and Facebook communications that took place from 14th 
February to 3rd April with eight people.

• https://eu-relocation-watch.info/

https://eu-relocation-watch.info/


A manifesto for our times?



• A call to action – be brave, be bold, be creative 

• As nature, culture, media and tech morphs and fuses, the ape continues to evolve…

• What are we becoming? what do you stand for? philoSophia?

• Take responsibility, actively engage with the political, economic, social and cultural 
conditions that define one’s location and…

• transcend borders and boundaries, be liminal, be both planetary and situated, embracing 
our co-dependency, human and nonhuman

• Negotiate spaces of resistance and

• breathe hope into a manifesto for our times



thank you
maria.pisani.um.edu.mt
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